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On the Move 

Since our move to Belgium became finalized, we have 

been busy with all of the details of this move and 

transition.  With our little one due in less than six weeks, 

the goal was to arrive in Belgium as soon as possible 

and to get settled the best we can in our temporary 

home until our “permanent” place opens up on Feb. 1.  

We have been busy packing, selling furniture, tying up 

loose ends, and saying our goodbyes. 

A friend and fellow FM missionary, Marvin Klein, came 

down from France with a moving van in order to help us 

make this transition as smoothly and inexpensively as 

possible.  We are so grateful to him for giving freely of 

his time and services (not to mention SIGNIFICANT 

mileage on his van.)  We could have hired professionals 

to do the move, but given the fact that this move was 

rather sudden and not in the 2010 budget, and that 

many European missionaries are struggling to make 

their budget this year (possibly us included), Marvin felt 

that it was best to save our money and put it to better 

use, like purchasing Bibles and training materials for our 

group of Latinos in Belgium.  And we tend to agree!  

Besides, we have already moved so many times over 

the past 5 years that it has become second nature! 

 

We packed the van full--inside and out! 

 On Thur. we packed up the moving van, and on Fri. 

morning we set out on the three-day journey which took 

us through Spain, France, and to our new home in 

northern Belgium: Oostende (Flanders region).  We 

thank God that we enjoyed safety as we traveled, and 

that Carrie and the baby were comfortable along the 

way.  We arrived in Oostende on Sunday at 2:00pm and 

were surprised to find that Carrie’s friend (whose parents 

we are renting from through early Feb.) had traveled 

over 200 kilometers to greet us, and had the entire 

apartment set up for our baby’s arrival (with items she 

was giving us), complete with a crib, changing station, 

bath station, etc.  What a blessing and surprise!  We 

were also greeted by several church members who 

came out to welcome us and help us unload the van.  

The task was completed in a little over an hour, and it 

appears as though everything made it in one piece!  

God’s Unfailing provision 

   Throughout this entire process, God has blessed us 

with peace, health, energy and optimism towards our 

future ministry in Belgium.  He has even taken care of 

the logistics of it all—we really couldn’t have had it much 

easier!  The family that is moving into our apartment this 

week (releasing us from our contract that was supposed 

to run through the end of Feb.) also purchased most of 

the furniture we planned to leave behind.  They also took 

over the utility contracts so that we weren’t penalized 

there, either!   

   We were able to sell off the fish and aquariums without 

much trouble, and in turn were able to purchase new 

(used) aquariums in Belgium which were awaiting pickup 

upon our arrival.  And we still have enough money left 

over to restock them with fish as well!  To many people 

this might sound trivial, but those of you who know 

Carrie well know what a blessing and comfort her 

aquariums are to her, and getting them set up as quickly 

as possible is important so that she and the baby can 

enjoy them during the many daily feedings and long 

nights ahead! 

    God has also made it possible for Carrie’s dad to take 

some time off work and join us for the birth of the baby 

and to oversee the move into our “permanent” home.  

Being a semi-professional handyman, his services will 

be very helpful painting, setting up the nursery, putting 



up curtains, and setting up aquariums.  (Who do you 

think Carrie learned from?!)  It will also be great to have 

some moral support during a chaotic time in our lives.  At 

least it’s a great kind of chaos! 

What the rest of the month holds… 

   Today we will join the Dickinsons and the Latino group 

for a Christmas party!   On Thur. we have an official 

tour of the hospital scheduled where Carrie will give 

birth, and on Fri. we will have our first appointment with 

her new doctor.  Then we will head to Brussels to spend 

some time with the youth group there.   

   On Saturday the Oostende church had planned an 

outreach at the local train station, where we they 

intended to pass out cookies and hot drinks, and provide 

Christian literature in many languages, but unfortunately 

we weren’t able to secure a permit in time.  Still, it’s 

exciting to come into a church that has such a heart for 

reaching the lost that we are told that the members 

organized the outreach on their own initiative, and now 

we know to start the permit process months in advance! 

  The rest of the month is a blank for us.  Although we 

have spent many a Christmas away from home, this will 

be the first time that we do it in a country where we don’t 

know many people.  We are trusting that God will give us 

a special family to celebrate it with, and if not, that we 

will be able to celebrate together without being too 

lonely.  (Our co-workers, Dick and Sheila Dickinson, will 

be back in the US this Christmas.) 

 

Michael, Carrie, Julia (Budapest) and Superintendent Jim 

Jobes (Pittsburgh, PA) on a recent visit to Toledo while 

they were in town for the Spanish National Conference 

Praises 

 The first annual Spanish National Conference was 

a success and well attended. 

 For God’s grace and provision as we prepared for 

the move. 

 We’ve managed to stay healthy despite everyone 

else around us being sick. 

 We have our Belgian visas in hand!  They were 

processed in less than 3 weeks! 

 For faithful supporters who have shown us their 

love, support, and encouragement during this 

transition. 

 For quality time we were able to spend with close 

friends during our final week in Spain as Mon.-

Wed. were holidays. 

 For a safe and un-eventful move to Belgium, and 

that all of our cargo and critters (bunny and corals) 

made it safely. 

Prayers 

 For our baby who will be arriving soon (possibly 

before our next newsletter); for a quick and safe 

delivery. 

 That we would quickly get settled and start learning 

our way around, as well as pick up some Flemish 

as soon as possible. 

 That we could forge meaningful friendships here as 

soon as possible and not feel lonely over the 

holidays. 

 That we could be bright lights in a dark land.  

 For a chance to share the true reason for the 

season among a people who may have never 

heard before. 

Contact Us (Address through Jan. 31) 

Michael and Carrie Hamley 

c/o Richard and Sheila Dickinson 

Koninginnelaan 46 bus 12 

8400 Oostende 

BELGIUM 

Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com 

Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com 

“The following night the Lord stood near Paul and 

said, „Take courage!  As you have testified about me 

in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.‟” 

—Acts 23: 11 

(Different time, different places, different servants, 

same Lord.) 
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