Easter in “Little Africa”

One of the highlights of the last month was the Easter
outreach in the African community of Santa Marta do
Pinhal put on by our church there. Children, ages 6 to 12,
were invited for an Easter party, where they also got to
hear the message of Christ’s love as shown through the
Easter story. Of course, there were also fun and games,
crafts, dyeing Easter eggs, and a hunt for (chocolate)
Easter eggs. After the activities, the 30 children in
attendance were treated to a build-your-own sundae bar.
Messy, but delicious!

After a short break to clean and “remodel,” the
church was converted into a movie theatre and
families from the neighborhood were invited to watch
the movie *“The Miracle Worker,” an amazing
claymation retelling of the Passion of Christ. The
movie was well attended (not an empty seat in the
house—some sat on the floor!). Many new believers
were blessed by seeing Scripture come to life before
their eyes, especially because many of them are
unable to read.

Needless to say, movie night was a huge hit! It's
something the church would like to continue, but the
projector equipment is ours and since it is needed for
our church visits this summer, we are trying to find a way
that they can continue these types of events after we
leave.

As a result of the
day’'s events, several
new children have
come to Jesus and
have begun
attending the church.
Please pray. Our
time here is soon
coming to an end,
and we are
desperately trying to
find someone willing
to take over
pastoring the
children...over 30
small sheep from
many nations. It is a

large responsibility, and if we can't find someone
soon, we are going to have to re-direct them to
another church where they can continue to be
discipled. This is one of the greatest needs the
church—and we, ourselves—currently face. Please
pray that the Lord would raise up a willing and able
teacher for these precious children.

Easter Day...BBQ?

The day after the Easter events in Santa Marta we
celebrated Easter with the Charneca church children
and their families with a special children’s church
service followed by a Brazilian-style barbecue. It was
a wonderful time of food and fellowship with the family
we have come to know during our time in
Portugal...our church family. That evening during the
traditional church service, we celebrated the Lord's
Supper, as well as the birthdays of both our
pastors...just two days apart! Happy birthday, Cindi
and Cid4! It was an Easter unlike we've ever
celebrated before, and we are not likely to soon
forget.

Cida and Cindi receive flowers and a card
from the church in Charneca da Caparica

Summer in Spain?

We recently learned that the Summer Program that
was scheduled to take place in Madrid during the
month of July has been canceled. Since we had
planned to spend July in Spain running the summer
program, now that it has been canceled, we are
unsure what the near future holds for us. We are
currently very disappointed and are not sure what this
means not only for our summer plans but also for our
future ministry plans in Spain. Please pray for us as
we deal with one more disappointment. Pray
especially for those 40+ latchkey children who will be
left alone to entertain themselves this summer, who
will have no safe place to go and no one to tell them
about Jesus. Also pray for Carrie: this program meant
a great deal to her and she is going to miss working
with those children very much!




The church in Madrid is entertaining the idea of possibly
hosting a week-long VBS, but so far, no firm plans have
been made. Pray that the right decision is made and that
volunteers would come forward if a VBS is to happen.

Answering the Question: “How Are You?”

The truth is that this past month has been an extremely
difficult one for us. We appreciate you who have kept us
in your prayers. In case you are not aware, we suffered a
second miscarriage this past week after several weeks of
waiting to see if the baby had actually stopped developing
as expected. During that time, Carrie was extremely sick
(first with a violent cold, then pregnancy woes), and
Michael got sick as well. Now Michael's health has been
restored, but Carrie is still in a lot of pain and has been
told to rest until another sonogram this week can
determine if her body has recovered or if she is going to
require surgery. Please pray for the best possible
outcome!

Also, we have been experiencing a great deal of car
trouble. Even after nearly $500 in repairs, it still doesn’t
start on occasion. We are grateful, however, that it did
pass inspection last week! Pray that the car would run as
it should and that we would be successful in finding a
buyer during the coming month.

Summer Schedule

We are not sure where we will live this summer. We
recently learned that the Brazilian missionaries, in whose
apartment we are currently living, arrive in Portugal on
June 15. We feel like we need to move out by then so
that they can get settled and start adjusting to their new
home. The problem is that our visa renewal isn’'t until
June 26, and we may not be able to move the date up
because they typically require you to go the day your
current visa expires. Just to be clear: we are renewing
Portugal visas as a precaution but still plan to pursue
Spanish visas stateside upon our return to the U.S. later
this summer.

We are looking forward to visiting many of your
churches later this summer and early fall. We just aren’t
sure how the cancelation of the Summer Program affects
our plans for July. Please pray that we will work out all the
details early this week, when Spain country director, Josh
Fajardo returns from a biking trip. (Michael was supposed
to go on this trip to drive the support van, but he was
unable to go because of our miscarriage.)

Sunday Morning Service

One of the more exciting developments at the Charneca
church recently is the change in the Sunday worship
schedule. The church had been gathering for worship on
Sunday evenings at 7:00 p.m., with the service often
lasting until 10:00, meaning that most families had to
leave to put the kids to bed sometime around 11:00 p.m.
This schedule did little to encourage the Portuguese to
attend our Brazilian-majority church, since many
Portuguese spend Sunday night having a big family meal
and resting up for the week ahead.

However, after a recent church vote, we will be having
Sunday worship at 11 a.m. beginning in June. Besides
encouraging more Portuguese to come to church, this will
also allow all church members and staff to enjoy the long
summer afternoons and evenings, perhaps on one of the
numerous beaches nearby. With less pressure to get
home to bed, the church may also be able to grow more

as a family of faith. We think this will be a positive
change all-around.

Praises

For the many new believers in the Santa Marta
church who are responding to new ministry
approaches and inviting others to special events.

For caring and understanding co-workers and our
church family here in Portugal.

Our car passed inspection!

A young couple, Kevin and Leah, who are hoping
to work alongside Team Spain (with a partnering
organization) later this year, are expecting their
first child in October.

No swine flu scare here in Portugal as of yet!
Despite everything, God is in control!

Prayer Requests

For physical and emotional healing after the
health difficulties and miscarriage. We are
definitely at a low point.

For planning the next couple of months, as well
as for scheduling our time in the States later this
summer and fall.

That the Lord would raise up a willing and able
teacher for the precious children in “Little Africa.”

For the 40+ latchkey children who will be left
alone to entertain themselves in Madrid this
summer.

That the right decision is made and that
volunteers would come forward if a VBS is to
happen in Madrid.

For our visa processes, both in Portugal and
Spain.

For the FMC in Portugal, which will be having a
leadership conference the weekend of May 23
centered around the Appreciative Inquiry. It is a
time to look back over what God has done over
the past 7 years in Portugal since the church
began and to strategically plan for the future.

For our car to make it through the next couple of
months without additional expense.

Contact Us

Through June 15:

Michael e Carrie (Caty) Hamley

Rua Eugenio Salvador n 23 Quintinhas
2820-307 Charneca da Caparica
PORTUGAL

Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com

Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com

“...we also rejoice in our sufferings, because

we know that suffering produces perseverance;

perseverance, character; and character, hope.

And hope does not disappoint us, because God

has poured out his love into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”

—Romans 5:3-5




