Recharging at REFRESH!

Michael and Carrie make some wood-carved furry friends in
Switzerland

This past month was full of transitions. First, we moved
back to Madrid from Portugal. Two days later, we moved
most of our things from the house in which they'd been
stored to a storage unit...just in time to catch our evening
flight to the conference/retreat we attended in
Switzerland. We arrived exhausted, both physically and
mentally, but the Lord met us there and renewed our
strength. During our time in the Swiss Alps, we
participated in daily workshops, a time of prayer and
worship, counseling, and delicious meals. We were also
provided with medical services, massages, computer and
technologies support, and we were offered opportunities
for hiking, playing games, and art therapy. Surrounded by
nearly 100 fellow missionaries also going through difficult
times, we were able to encourage, support, and pray for
one another. It was so nice to be able to relate to people
who have gone through some of the things we are.

We are so grateful that we received this opportunity,
and it was very clear that God had provided it and
enabled us to make it in at the last minute. Clearly, God
moved mountains so we could be among them.

Testimonies: Celebrating Baptisms

Unfortunately for us, one of the things we missed that
took place while we were in Switzerland was an afternoon
of fellowship among the members of the church in Rivas-
Vaciamadrid, highlighted by the reception of five new
members and their baptism. The church welcomed
Urbano and Pepi, a Spanish couple and the parents of
Alicia, who has been part of the church almost since its
inception. Pepi had long wanted to join the church and
exercise her faith, but growing into the faith was a
process for Urbano. We admired how he earnestly
studied the scriptures, even going so far as to buy a Bible
program for his mobile phone to read during whatever
moment he was able. Finally, after much research and

thought, he gave his heart to the Lord at a men’s
retreat in the Canary Islands last summer.

The same afternoon, the church also welcomed
Margarita (Spanish), Diego (Brazilian) and Alin
(Romanian). The church here in Spain continues to
grow in numbers, diversity, and in desire to reach its
neighbors for Christ.

Welcome to “Rancho Avalancha”!

This coming week, the church in Rivas will put on its
first-ever vacation Bible school. We’'ll be using a wild-
west ranch theme. Even now, we are decorating the
church with cowboy boots and hats, fences, cacti, and
“wanted” posters. We, and others from the church, are
also hitting the streets and visiting spots where
children gather (especially swimming pools, this being
summer) to pass out invitations.

We are hopeful for a great turnout and are busily
preparing the activites and working in teams in
different areas. Carrie will be in charge of crafts;
Michael will team with Alin to come up with games for
the children. Fortunately, we’ll also have the help of
Rebeca, a member of the Emanuel FMC in Lanzarote,
Canary Islands, and one of her sons. The Emanuel
FMC used the same program last year for their VBS.

After a week of learning more about God’s love
through Christ, by way of classes, memorizing Bible
verses, activities, crafts and games, etc., participating
children will have the opportunity next Saturday to go
on a real horse ride through the Spanish countryside,
followed by a wrap-up picnic. Please pray for all the
children who come, as well as all those who are
helping out.

Reaching Spain for Christ: A Project for
All Nations

The FMC in Spain is beginning to host more short-
term mission teams. Two weeks ago, a group came
from the area of Nogales, Mexico, to help the church
here in its efforts to share Christ’s love with Rivas and
Madrid. The group helped with some of our church’s
ongoing outreach efforts, passing out water and
Gospel tracts in the diverse neighborhood of
Lavapies, as well as taking sandwiches and juice
boxes to the homeless of central Madrid through the
El Faro (Lighthouse) ministry.

We had the privilege of leading two groups through
the streets of Madrid, and they were natural sharers of
God’s love with the needy. Also, in the evenings here
in Rivas, they went to the local park and built bridges
with local youth through the international language of
futbol (i.e., soccer).




This coming week, we welcome another short-term
group, this time from England. They’ll be working in many
of the same projects, as well as helping out with the VBS.

Groups who come also have some opportunities to get
to know the people and cities of Spain. Besides working
on projects around Madrid itself, off-days can include day
trips to such nearby historic locations as Segovia and
Toledo.

Do you know anyone (an individual, church group, youth
group, etc.) who would be interested in learning more
about and sharing in the work of making the Gospel of
Jesus Christ known among the people of Spain? Please
get in touch with us.

At a Crossroads

Last month, we shared about how we are exploring the
direction of our future ministry in Spain in conjunction with
the country and area leadership of FM World Missions.
This is still an ongoing process, and we are meeting
regularly this week and next to determine the possibility of
fitting into the leadership of the Madrid Development and
Cultural Center, previously known as the “Lavapies
Project.” (We've determined to focus the project on
central Madrid as a whole, rather than more or less
exclusively on the neighborhood of Lavapies.)

We would ask that you make this your number one
prayer request with respect to our ministry, especially in
the next week. There are many factors to consider: Are
we a good fit for the leadership of the project? Where
would we locate if we were to accept this position? Would
we be able to count on a network of volunteers and other
missionaries to help in this project, which would be much
larger than two people could handle on their own? What
would be a realistic timeframe for the project's growth
process?

As we consider these and other questions, we ask for
your earnest prayers. We hope to have God's wisdom
and leading in determining a main ministry project, find a
good fit for our gifts, talents and passions, and thus set
ourselves up for a healthy, and ideally longstanding,
future ministry among many people that God misses and
desires to draw to Him.

Summer Schedule

In just a few weeks, we'll be once again getting on a
plane, this time to head back to the U.S.!

Besides seeing our families and being present for some
exciting family events (the birth of our second nephew or
niece; Carrie’s younger sister's wedding), we are also
gearing up for some visits with our supporting churches
and, we hope, you!

Below is the list of confirmed (or nearly so) church visits.
If your church isn’t on the list, it might still turn up shortly;
we are talking with several other churches about
scheduling. Also, if we’ll be in your area, please get in
touch with us: we’d love to meet with you!

Aug. 9: New Life FMC, Rock Hill, SC

Aug. 12: Murphy FMC, NC

Aug. 13: Fairview FMC, Gaineshoro, TN

Aug. 15: Murfreesboro First FMC, TN

Aug. 16: Smyrna First FMC, TN (a.m.)

Aug. 19: Cassidy-Grace FMC, Bowling Green, KY
Aug. 22: Lakeshore FMC, North East, PA

Aug. 23: Erie First FMC, PA

Sept. 6: Greensburg FMC, PA

Sept. 9: Youngsville FMC, PA

Sept. 10-11: Warren FMC, PA

Sept. 13: Titusville FMC, PA (a.m.)

Sept. 13: Sugar Grove FMC, PA (p.m.)

Sept. 20: Oil City FMC, PA (a.m.)

Sept. 20: Light and Life FMC, DuBois, PA (p.m.)

Sept. 23: Coudersport FMC, PA (area churches
invited)

Sept. 26-27:  New Life Community Chapel (formerly
Van FMC, PA), missions conference

Oct. 3-4: Gearhartville FMC missions conference,
Phillipsburg, PA
Oct. 11: Elkatawa FMC, Jackson, KY

Oct. 12-15: Oakdale Christian Academy/FMC,
Jackson, KY (a.m. chapels)

Oct. 18: Wilmore FMC, KY Sunday school classes
(am)
Oct. 18: Lexington-Calvary FMC, KY (p.m.)

*Others will be announced as they are confirmed.

Praises

We experienced a fruitful time of re-centering and
fellowship at Refresh in Switzerland.

The five baptisms recently celebrated.

Our tickets to the U.S. are booked, and we'll be
back shortly.

Just today, Carrie was able to lead one of the
neighborhood girls to Christ as they hung out at
the church decorating for the upcoming VBS

Prayer Requests

For important decisions to be made concerning
our main future ministry project, whether in central
Madrid or another area.

For the short-term teams that have been/will be
here this summer, that there will be long-term
impact from their ministries

For the safe arrival of nephew #2 or niece #1 later
this month.

Contact Us
Michael and Carrie (Caty) Hamley
252 Lauffer Mine Rd.
Export, PA 15632
Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com
Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has
conceived what God has prepared for those who love
him.” —1 Cor. 2:9. (We're praying for verse 10.)

They say the Swiss put up so many flags so one knows it's not Heaven.




