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Back in Our “ Home”  Country 
Following a tumultuous, albeit exciting, month and a 

half, on July 21, we rose early and went to the airport. 
There’s nothing particularly unusual about that anymore, 
but this time was different: after 27 months, we were 
headed back from the mission field to the United States 
for a time of partnership building. 

It was a long day. Traveling east to west, it’s always a 
long day, especially when one begins the trip by going 
further east (it was necessary to go from Spain to the U.S. 
by way of Germany.) But we arrived safely, suffered only 
a couple of days of jet lag, and got to see many friends 
and family members within a few days. 

We’ve also been gearing up for our tour of supporting 
churches (see schedule below), getting pictures printed 
and our display board arranged, and preparing our 
presentations. As the first chapter of our life on the field 
as missionaries came to a close, we experienced a 
growing sense of excitement that God has even more in 
store for the coming years, and that this chapter was the 
first in a series. We also learned a lot more about the 
work we’ll be doing in the coming years (more to follow), 
and are excited to be able to share about that work with 
our supporting churches in the next few months as we 
await the processing of our visas to Spain. 

Vacation Bible School 2009: Avalanche 
Ranch 

 
Some of the children pose with their new “ saddle bags”  

In mid-July, with Madrid’s summer heat reaching its 
peak, children from the neighborhood were welcomed to 
Comunidad Cristiana Luz y Vida for a week in the Wild 
West. Our Vacation Bible School theme this year was 
“Avalanche Ranch,” where the children (as well as some 
of the young adult helpers) learned about the great 
adventure that is following Jesus. Along the way, they 
participated in Bible stories, learning about God through 
the stories of Moses and Joshua, among others; made a 
variety of crafts along with Carrie and her helpers, 
including a “wanted” poster for each child; played 
organized games with Michael (often involving water 
balloons); were treated to the wannabe-cowboy theatrics 
of our associate pastor, Angel; and concluded with a real 

horse ride in the Spanish countryside…a real treat for 
city-slickers! 

The enemy tried to stop this event by having the 
electricity at the church cut off for a week (including 
the first two days of VBS), but that didn’t stop us! We 
pulled out a gas-fueled generator and proceeded as 
planned (minus the air conditioning—on 100
+ days!). 

All involved were blessed by the help of Rebeca 
Rodriguez, from Luz y Vida’s sister church, Iglesia 
Emanuel in Lanzarote, Canary Islands, and her son 
Eleazer. Rebeca organized the VBS as she had the 
previous year at her home church. For much of the 
week we had the assistance of a group of young 
people from several Free Methodist Churches in the 
area of Preston, England, who also helped with 
various outreach and evangelism projects. Although 
our numbers were down somewhat from last year (a 
total of 18 children participated), things went smoothly 
and, we hope, laid the groundwork for future VBSs 
and summer programs with greater participation from 
the local church. We are pretty sure everyone, adults 
and children, enjoyed their time out west! 

 
Wanted: Followers of Jesus. Reward: Eternal Life! 

A Vision for Future Ministry 
Last month, we asked those of you who read our 

newsletter monthly on-line to be in prayer for our 
future ministry direction, specifically as it addressed 
how we might be able to continue working in Madrid. 
Thank you for your prayers, which we believe have 
been answered affirmatively! 

We spent much of the first three weeks of July in 
consultation with FM World Missions leadership in 
Spain determining how we could best serve Team 
Spain upon our return from the U.S. After much 
thought and prayer, we have agreed to serve as the 
project coordinators for the Madrid Learning and 
Cultural Center, a project that has been in the 
planning stages for several years and is nearly ready 
to emerge into reality. Realizing the immense 
undertaking it would be, we were careful in taking our 
time to make our decision. Thank you so much for 
your prayers during our time of decision-making! 



The Madrid Learning and Cultural Center will be near 
and dear to the work of the Free Methodist Church in 
Spain, exemplifying many of our philosophies of ministry. 
It will be a multi-agency partnership, with Christians of 
various backgrounds combining their efforts to reach the 
(overwhelmingly secular) people of the city’s urban core. 
We will welcome Christian volunteers from many 
churches to “staff” the center, and our main task will be 
simply building relationships with the people we 
encounter and who encounter us. In so doing, we will be 
using a wide variety of approaches: offering Spanish and 
English classes; homework clubs for children and teens; 
providing a forum for provision of social services, such as 
aid in attaining legal status, finding housing, job training, 
etc.; hosting recovery groups; and many others. The work 
of the center will be for the benefit of all people in Madrid, 
both Spaniards and immigrants. 

This will be a work that takes seriously John Wesley’s 
dictum that “The world is my parish,” yet it will not be 
necessarily recognizable as a typical “parish.” In a sense, 
we will be working “undercover.” As a learning and 
cultural center, we will have opportunities to reach people 
who would not consider entering a typical church. Yet in 
building relationships, we will have opportunities for 
evangelism and discipleship in other settings as those 
relationships grow, and through networking with other 
Christians in the city, we will have opportunities to help 
add value to many Christian ministry efforts, not just our 
own. A city like Madrid, with over 3 million in population 
and less than 1% practicing Christians, provides no end 
of opportunities, both for ourselves and other Christian 
workers. We hope to see Christian efforts throughout the 
city catalyzed through the work of the Madrid Learning 
and Cultural Center. 

Portugal: A Journey with a Purpose 
For those of you who only receive our newsletter 

through the postal mail: due to visa complications, we 
spent the first six months of 2009 working with two FMCs 
in the area of Lisbon, Portugal. This was a big challenge 
for us: we had only just started to become fully adjusted 
to life in Spain and productive in our ministry roles there. 
Portugal proved to be a big adjustment for us, both 
culturally and linguistically, not to mention in terms of 
ministry! 

Although we encountered many challenges along the 
way, God blessed us with some wonderful relationships: 
some with fellow American missionaries, some with 
Brazilian fellow workers, and some with Brazilian and 
African church members. We participated in all aspects of 
the ministry there (from evangelism to housekeeping), 
filling in a gap until a Brazilian missionary couple arrived 
to take over. 

Partnership Building Schedule 
Aug. 9: New Life FMC, Rock Hill, SC 

Aug. 12:  Murphy FMC, NC 

Aug. 13:  Fairview FMC, Gainesboro, TN 

Aug. 16:  Smyrna First FMC, TN (a.m.) 

Aug. 16: Murfreesboro area FMCs, TN (p.m.) 

Aug. 18: Cassidy-Grace FMC, Bowling Green, KY 

 

Aug. 19: New Life Fellowship, Scottsville, KY 

Aug. 22:  Lakeshore FMC, North East, PA 

Aug. 23:  Erie First FMC, PA 

Aug. 24–Sept. 3:  VACATION! �  

Sept. 6: Greensburg FMC, PA 

Sept. 9: Youngsville FMC, PA 

Sept. 10–11: Warren FMC, PA 

Sept. 13: Titusville FMC, PA (a.m.) 

Sept. 13: Sugar Grove FMC, PA (p.m.) 

Sept. 20: Oil City FMC, PA (a.m.) 

Sept. 20: Light and Life FMC, DuBois, PA (p.m.) 

Sept. 22: Egypt FMC, Brockway, PA 

Sept. 23: Coudersport FMC, PA (area churches invited) 

Sept. 26–27: New Life Community Chapel (formerly Van 
FMC, PA), missions conference 

Oct. 3–4: Gearhartville FMC, Philipsburg, PA 

Oct. 11: Elkatawa FMC, Jackson, KY (a.m.) 

Oct. 11: Irvine FMC, KY (p.m.) 

Oct. 12–15: Oakdale Christian Academy/FMC, Jackson, 
KY (morning chapels) 

Oct. 18: Wilmore FMC, KY Sunday school classes  

Oct. 18: Lexington-Calvary FMC, KY (p.m.) 

Praises 
�  We were blessed by the presence of a VISA team 

from Nogales, Mexico and another from Northern 
England to help assist in summer ministry 

�  Safe travels on our return to the U.S. 

�  Getting to see so many family members and 
loved ones so quickly 

�  Getting to meet our brand-new (to us; he’s 
actually 2 years old now) nephew, Joshua 

�  The safe arrival of our (really) brand-new niece, 
Araina, on August 7 

Prayer Requests 
�  For safety in travels and blessed visits with 

supporting churches over the next few months 

�  For our visa application process. This will involve 
as many as three trips to the Spanish consulate in 
Chicago over the next few months. 

Contact Us 
Michael and Carrie (Caty) Hamley 

252 Lauffer Mine Rd. 

Export, PA 15632 

724-972-7742 (Verizon cell phone) 

Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com 

Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com 
 

“Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise 
the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as 
I live.” –Psalm 146:1–2 


