Staying on Top of Ministry

We were blessed to be able to change apartments
recently. While moving again after less than three months
was hardly something we looked forward to, we were
happy to move quite a bit less distance this time: half a
mile or so rather than half of the Iberian Peninsula! And
our new place has the advantage of a very short
commute to “work:” we just go downstairs and we’re at
church!

The apartment above the church offices and classrooms
had been vacant for several months, and it was hoped
that a missionary couple arriving from Brazil would live
there upon their arrival. However, they were delayed by
medical issues, and the place was open for us to stay
until the end of June. We're happy with the new place and
are trying to make it “home” for the time we have left here.

Coming Soon to a Church Near You

We recently received approval for a period of
Partnership Building ministry, which is what used to be
called “home assignment.” This means that, later this
year, we'll be visiting some (hopefully many) of our
supporting churches in the U.S. At the same time, we'll be
pursuing our Spanish visas so that we can (subject to
their approval) get back to ministering in Spain!

We are still working out the details of our planned
visitation schedule, but we hope to be able to visit a
church in your area while we're in the U.S. We are eager
to share what God has been doing in the churches in
Spain and Portugal these last few years, and we have
been blessed to be a part of them. These are exciting
times for the church here! We hope to see you soon!

Continuing Ministry in Spain

Later this month, we’ll head back to Spain for a short
time. We've gone back for a couple of short weekends
before, but this trip will be a bit longer. Carrie will organize
the summer children’s program, which she led last year to
great success. Last year's program was the first the
church had done, so it was also a time of learning. There
will be some programming and scheduling adjustments
this year. Please pray for Carrie and the team as they
make plans for this year’s program.

Michael will assist with a fundraising endeavor for
Spain’s Country Shares Account (CSA). This is a fund
that covers expenses for Free Methodist ministry in Spain
that goes beyond the needs and immediate work of FM
missionaries. Some of you may remember that we
struggled to fulfill funding requirements for 2008 last
September. For 2009, we are trying more of a “challenge”
strategy. A group of 12 bicyclists will ride the historic
Camino de Santiago (St. James’ Way), a pilgrimage route
beginning in southwest France and ending in Santiago de

Compostela in northwest Spain, following the
Pyrenees and Cantabrian mountains through Spain’'s
green northern tier. They have been asking pledges
for each kilometer of the ride (826 total, or just over
500 miles!). Michael had hoped to be riding in this
year's bike tour, but with our relocation to Portugal
(where many roads aren't even paved) it made it
impossible to train. He will, however, be going along
as one of the support vehicle drivers. Perhaps you,
your church, or your Sunday school class could
consider making a modest pledge for Michael
(perhaps 5 or 10 cents per mile driven). For more
information, please check out
http://www.thefajardos.com/ and click on *“cycling

tour,” or contact us via e-mail.

Strangers in a Strange Land

One of the challenges of being a minority church in
an area dominated (or at least formerly dominated) by
Catholicism is breaking down the “difference” barrier.
As evangelical Christians in Portugal, we are often
viewed with suspicion as a sort of “cult” or, at the
least, as a very different group of people. One of the
biggest steps the average person takes upon
encountering a church like ours is understanding that
we're not really those “strange” people that one reads
about in articles about religious fanaticism: we’re
basically ordinary people who love Jesus and want to
tell others about the new life He offers.

One of our strategies for making this step easier for
those we meet in Portugal is offering “invitational”
events at the church—fun or interesting activities one
can attend without fear of being “indoctrinated”
(though the message of God'’s love is always loud and
clear!) A few such examples at the Charneca church
here are the Marriage Encounter events and the
recent “Festa do Ridiculo.”

Food and fun are the focus of Marriage Encounter events




Marriage Encounter events are offered bi-monthly by
the church, and while the name might suggest an intense
time of soul-searching and relationship-building, this is
only part of the story. There’s also food, fun and
fellowship (and free babysitting). We were happy to
collaborate with the church’s most recent encounter by
helping to plan the “fun and games” portion. We wrote up
a version of the “Newlywed Game” that was quite a bit
less risqué than most we've seen!

The Festa do Ridiculo, however, was mostly just a
chance to dress up colorfully, eat and have fun. Prizes
were awarded for the persons who were dressed most
ridiculously, but really, it would have been a hard contest
to judge!

Ladies pose for a “ridiculous” picture
they don’t plan to post on Facebook!

Missions Highlighted

The church here is also a minority church in another
sense. Most of the church’s members and attendees are
Brazilians. Yet we are hoping and planning to be more
intentional in inviting and integrating the Portuguese into
the church. This was one of the themes of the recent
Missions Conference that took place on April 5. Songs
and dramatic presentations made the point of our need to
invite others around us to hear and live the Gospel in their
own lives. The church is even considering an adjustment
to its worship schedule to move the Sunday service from
7 p.m. to 10 a.m. This would make worship attendance
much more accessible to the Portuguese, who generally
eat a big family dinner on Sunday evenings and rest up
for the work/school week ahead.

Following the service, booths were set up, and we sold
treats from around the world. The proceeds (nearly $800)
went directly towards missions.

Too Many Good-byes

One of the disadvantages to being a (mostly) immigrant
church is that many of our members work seasonally
(particularly in construction) or part-time (as house-
cleaners). These are jobs in particular danger of being cut
during these tough economic times. Consequently, many
of our friends here are in precarious work situations, and

unemployment is rampant; despite their best efforts to
find work, it can be tough to come by. Some families
are even making the move back to Brazil. We have
recently said good-bye to four families in the church,
including the church secretary, whom we are having a
hard time living without! Our prayer is that the exodus
stops and that we can begin to rebuild the church with
local families who won't be leaving the country any
time soon! Pray that the Lord would give us strategies
to win the Portuguese for Him!

Two Whole Years! (Time Flies!)

In a couple of weeks, we will celebrate the second
anniversary of when we left home to head for the
mission field. Sometimes it seems like only a few days
ago that we left, and at other times it seems like a lot
longer than just two years. Filled with highs and lows,
it has definitely been a life-changing experience, and
we are thankful to God for the opportunity to serve
Him in another part of the world. We hope that there
will be many more years to come!

Praises

We are happy in our new home and are grateful
to have Internet access (most of the time).
Spring has sprung in Portugal!

For four more children who asked Jesus into their
hearts after a month-long Sunday school series
on the Passion of Christ.

Prayer Requests

For the Easter party and community movie night
we are holding this Sat. in Santa Marta: that many
would come out and be blessed by the Gospel
message.

For Carrie, as she recently started translating
Cindi Angelo’s book from Portuguese to English
with hopes of it being published in the U.S. later
this year.

For resources to do ministry, especially in the
poor African neighborhood of Santa Marta.

For Easter day’s park evangelism event.

For safety in our trip back to Spain and for the
summer team as they plan Summer Program
2009!

For health and safety of the 12 bikers and support
staff during the Spain bike tour.

Contact Us
Michael e Carrie (Caty) Hamley
Rua Eugenio Salvador n 23 Quintinhas
2820-307 Charneca da Caparica
PORTUGAL
Email: mikencaty@hotmail.com
Blog: www.mikencaty.typepad.com

“...Whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first
must be slave of all.”

—Mark 10:43-44




